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- The Prompter. 





Num. XLIV. 
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Where He, who can, and will, advife the State, 
May counfel loud, and, without Awe, dcbate, 
While He, who loves his Reft, or founs his Pain, 
May \augh at GreatnefS with a:dumb Di/dain : 


Where-e' er [uch Marks of Liberty you fee, 
Say, that the Nation's Happy, Bold, and FREE. 
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Euripides. 
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R. Orator Henley is a Name, that 
excited in me no {mall Curiofity, 
B'S upon my meeting accidentally with 
; the Plax of his Purpofe: And, as 

f 





ye I thall give it my Readers, with a 
roe SD few Remarks, after it, on the 
“Benefits, and Good Ufes, which might probably be 
drawn from its Inftitution. 

Every Freeman, who deferves the Diftinétion of his 
‘Tide, muft be .naturally a Lover of Truth: and appre- 
henfive, He may lofe Sight of it, fhou'd his Approaches 
¢o it be Jarr’d up, or made dificult, under Pretetices of 
Ornamént, and Reverence. --— It fhou'd, as Mr. Le Clerc 
has obferv'd, ap his own Vinmonsicn, be = nantly 

ublifod, as diligently fought after :. (regarding always 
i ‘Chihien Prodence, ride muft be Requifite, on 
fuch an Occafion) — ‘‘ Wuo ought, fays That Writer, 
*¢ to be entrufted with the Care of {peaking and maintain- 
“« ing Truth ? ——~ Nor Téo/e, who being already Rais’d 
‘© in the World, without it’s Affiftance, are very little 
“€ {olicitous about its Difeovery. --—.. Not Thofe, who 
‘* want the Knowledge to unveil, or the Courage to pro- 
* claim it. | And, Laast oF ALL The, who 
‘* having, privately, found it already, are either afraid, 
“* or afham'd, ro confefs it to Others.” 

For my Part, while I have the Pleafure to obferve 
the Purrit, thus extenfively open, the Press unre- 
ftrain'd, and even the Masquerapes reigning tri- 
umphant, and ynbounded, among us, Far be it from 
my Soul to conceive the fmalleft Suppofition, that there 
can be fo much as a diftant Poffibility of Reducing our 
Theatres, under Subjefion to Horns e-Cov r- 
szeRs!——<—— That fome Improvement is wanting 
in their Eftablifhment, I dow, and that a Regulation is 
with’d, and intended, I can eafily deliewe ; but I hhall 
never be jockeyed into the Imagination; that the Codlec- 
tive Capacities of a People can decree the Menopoly of 
Wirt, to thofe dull- Souls which infe&t us with Forty. 
——~ No, no, —- Their Abilities have been manifefted 
too evidently to leave us in Danger of feeing Good Senfe 
committed to Fail, under Cuftody of Keepers, who wou'd 
ule her fo brutally. 
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Between two Hawks, which flies the bigheft Pitch; 
Beteween two Dogs, which has the deepef? Mouth ; 
Between two Horles, which can fwiftef run, 
Between two Girls, which has the merrieft Eye, 

They have, perhaps, fome fhallow Spirit of Fudgment : 
—e But, in thefe Queftions of Dramatic Law, | 
Good Faith, they are no wifer than a Daw. 


SuakesP. Hen. 6/5. 


the Defign appears to me of avery | 
extenfive and improvable Nature, — 


‘On § 


But, what had I to do with Harlequins, when I was 
talking of Mr. Henley? —— I beg, as I ought, his 
Pardon for the Digreffion, and return to the P/an of his 
Oratory. | 


PLAN of the ORATORY. 


‘ T HE Oxarory isan Inftitution calculated to ftudy:, 
‘ “ exercife; improve, encourage, and difplay Uni- 
‘ verfal Erudition, Theological, Political, and Academi- 
‘cal, Arts and Sciences, Genius and Wit, Religion, 
‘ Reafon, Truth, Liberty, Right and Charity, in.a man- 
‘ ner the moft perfect and beneficial to Mankind, to qua- 
‘ lify them for the moft compleat and fuccefsful Execu- 
‘ tion of their Parts in Life, and divert them from unrea- 
‘ fonable, criminal; and deftructive Judgments, Purfuits 
‘ and Pleafures. 

‘Tue Prace is an ACaApEeMICAL CuaPgEL, like 
‘ thofe in the Univerfities, where Declamations, Ora- 
‘tions, Difputations, and Exercifes, are held in all 
‘ Subjects, Divine and Humane: Truth, Virtue, Reli- 
‘gion, and the Scriptures, cannot be completely ex- 


‘ plain’d, enforc'd, and apply’d, in all Things, to all” 


‘ Men, Taftes, and Difpofitions, without all the Aids 
‘and Lights of Humane Literature, Genius, and Rhe 
‘ torick, in their Turn and Seafon: Hence each Aca- 
© demical Affembly is alfo a Religious Aflembly. 

‘Tue Worn Oratory is taken from Luke vi. 1-. 
* Tlegowxs Ocv, Tue Onarory or Gop. Oratories 
‘ were of known familiar Ufe among the Yeas and firft 
‘ Chriftians: The moft receiv'd and Claffic Writers, 
‘ancient and imiodern, frequently mention them, efpe- 
< cially the Canons and Statutes of England: The Piin- 
‘ ciples of the Oratory are approv’d by the Homilies, 
«and by the greateft Divines, as well as Scripture and 
‘ Antiquity: wiz. Hanimond, Wake, Fobnfm, Stryge, 
‘ Thorndyke, Taylor, Forbis, Grabe, Bingham, Voffixs, 
‘ Mede, Dr. Glarke, &c. and by the Body of our prefent 
‘ Divines, who have not produc’d one Argument againft 
“it. 

‘Eacu SunDAy Morwine, after Prayers, is an 
« Oration, explaining the entire Grounds and Principles 
‘ of Right Reafon, Morality, Scripture, and Theology, 
« with a Rhetorical Enforcement of fome prefent Mov e- 
‘ino Toptck, illuftrated by the Learning, Beauty, 
‘and Spirit of the Subje&, with proper Speaking and 
« A@ion. Afterwards, a Pofition for Difputation may 
‘ be challeng’d, z ol and exemplify the Art of Rea- 
‘ foning and Judging of all Points ; the Subjeéts adapted 
“ to immediate Oceurrences and the Tafte of the Publick. 
unday Evening, at Six, is the like, but fometimes 


* for the Oration is a Le&ture or Diflertation on a feleét 


‘ Theme of Controverfy or Speculation ; and both Morn- 


‘ ing and Evening, in the Difcourfe, are Remarks on the 


B 


* World, 
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* World, Theological and Moral : Memorials and Ob 
‘ fequies of emjnent Perfons are here perform’d, Charity- 


‘ Serinons frequently given, Orations engag’d by Socie- 


‘ ties, Funeral, Nuptial, Feftival, ce. on all Occafions. 


‘On Weex Davog each Momingy’ froin Six, td © 
f the moit com< 


‘ Four in the Afternooff, is an Inftitutioi 
* pendious and free $rotir uftial Objections, in the Greek, 
* Latin, and Hebrew Tongues, Logic, Fehics, Natural 
-* Philofophy, Metaphyfics, Rhetoric, the Principles of 
‘ any Art or Science ; of Right-thinking and, Compofi- 
tion in its fevéral Specics; or Aflemblies for Praxes, or 
Exercifes of Orations, ‘Thefes, Difputations, &c. and 
Applications to enter the Regifter. In the Evening, 
at Six, moft frequently on Wednefdays and Fridays, is a 
Przleétion, Academical or:Political, arid an Oration, 
with Obfervations on the Age ; then a Point for Dif: 
putation ftated: Any Subjeét, Matter, or Queftion, 
for Sundays, or Week-Days, may be demanded or en- 
gag’d for Difputations, Orations, Ge... What InreL- 
LIGENCES Or INFoRMATIONs of Perfonsand Things 
are fent, fhall be acknowledg’d and apply’d: Prizes 
of Emulation and Excellence will: be given ‘to the 
Liigenious : Minitters, Scholars, Authors, Leéturers, 
and others, who will be Affiftants to or in the Oratory, 
fhall be rewarded: Any proper Set of Perfons may 
engage the Ufe of the Oratory for Charity Orations, to- 
relieve their Friends or Acquaintance, promote the 
Intereft-of any particular Trade, Scheme, or Society, 
and to remedy the Grievances, Complaints, and Abufes, 
of. any, injur’d or fuffering Body of Men,.or for Divine 
Mufick, &c. ‘They who wou'd view the whole Argu- 
ment of any Coittroverfy,. or.have any Compofition or 
Difcourfe on a favourite Subjeét, may engage either, 
or befpeak a Courfe of Ledtures. The Inflitutor will 
attend.any Nobleman or Gentleman, with a farther 
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due Notice, claim at the Oratory a publick Difputation, 
as he offers the like in any public Aflembly.. 


«A Specimen of Supyects that may be engag’d. 


‘Casexs of Conicience, or anxious Scruples of Religi- 
on and Salvation : A Review of the Grave and the Gay 
World, in all its Parts, in all Ages and Nations : 
Political Controverfies, Domettic and Foreign ; Read- 
ings on all the Laws and Records relating to the En- 
creafe and Diminution of theParliamentary and Money’d 
Intereft of the Crown: .Maddox’s Hittory of the 
Exchequer, Book of Rates, its Balance with Trade ; 
the Landed and Money’d Intereft of the Nation, and 
of Parties, Cabinet Knowledge, Memoirs, Pretenfions; 
Steps, and Pleafures of Courts, their prefent and future 
Views, Meafures, Helps, and Obftacles ;\,the Minifte- 
rial Difpute: German Interefts ; Revenues, Eitates, 
and Liberties once belonging to Noblemen, Gentlemen, 
and Ladies, and their Families, now poflefs’d by 
* eee * 5 firft Intelligences at Home and Abroad ; 
the Deiftical Difputes, thofe of the Romanifts, Diffent- 
ers, &'¢. Diocefan and Parochial Affairs ; Difpofal and 
State of Offices, in the Law ; Complaints of Trades and 
Profeffions ; Methods, to cultivate and effeétuate the 
Intérefts of particular Gentlemen and their Families in 
times‘of Emulation and Oppofition ; Difcoyeries in 
Aris, all reigning Debates and Topics, : efpecially Par- 


an Lex Terre ; the Patrons and Mecanas’s of this Age, 
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State Revenues, We. |. 


‘Tue Facutrizs of Admiffion to the Oratory, - 


maybe taken for a Yedr,, Years, or Pérpetuity: ‘lo 
oblige the Ladies, a Silver Medal, or a perpetual 
Faculty, admits two Ladies, or one Gentleman and 
Lady; Honorary and Gratuitous Medals. and Seats are 
during Pleafure ; ifany be purchas’d at an Under-price, 
‘ they arenot entitled to Privileges: Appearing and 
‘ behaving well is a Suppofition in the Ufe of the Seats : 
* Bach Faculty, Medal, and Seat, muft be authenticated, 


Lal ia a nw A“ 


Explanation, on Demand; and any fit Perfon may, on | 


tiamentary : Church Interefts; Lex Eeclefie Hodiernx: 


living Characters, the Teft, Concurrence ef the Com-: 
mons with the Crown, Diffenters Intereft, Additions to 


‘by entering it ia the Regiier; in which Cafe, the 
* Perpetual are aflignable, on regilV rine each Afignment, 
wigftiCADEMICAL, GoMMeRtrar, ard Powis ICAL 
* Gbcieties, with ap cotte{ponding, belong to this 
«Plan. A Bank: fs Orining, which will belong, by 2 
‘ Dividend, tothem ahd their Familics cualify'd by the 
« Terms, when a certain Number is enter’d, and none 
‘of the fame Denomination of ‘i'rade can have a 
‘perpetual Faculty or Medal without their Confent - 


. * With other Privileges, to be view’d in the Regifter. 


©Tue Instiruror, FJ. HENLEY, Matter of 
«Arts of St. Fobn’s College, Cambridge ; Pretbyter of 
‘the Church ; ordain’d by Archbithop Wake and Bithop 
‘ Gibjan, late one-.of the Charity Lecturers in St. Mary 
© Abchurch, London; Reétor of Chelmondifton, Suffolk; 
€ Affiitant Preacher to Bifhop Burfeough, at St. George's, 
* Queen's Square; Chaplain to the late Lord Moelefworth ; 
‘recommended by the Teitimonials of the very learned 
‘Mr. Baker, F. Monifaucon, Bifhop Hutchenfor, and 
‘ other eminent Literati, refers to the Churches of Longon 
‘and the Country, for his Preaching, ,and-to all that 
‘ know him, for Proofs of his Attachment to Literature, 
‘and to a Difputation with any Objector to his Detiga. 
‘ This is aim’d to obviate fome perfonal RefleGtions ; the 


“© Judgment of himfelf he fubmits to the Impartial. 


‘ culties may be‘had at the Oratory. 


Tus being the Plax, It will be granted me, that, if 
the Execution comes up, in any reafonable Degree, to- 
ward:a Retemblance of the Prom, the Advantages 
mult be numerous, and confiderable. 

TueReE are fame, which the Publick might, in. all 
Events, derive from it ; and ‘That great one in particu- 
lar, of accuftoming ourfelves to hear Opinions contradi fed, 
and call’d, thus publickly in Queition; which we believed 
to be allow’'d, and undeniable, Truths: In Confequence 
whereof, we may grow patient enough, not only to bear 
Oppofition, with Calmne/s ; but even expe#, and delight in 
it: the next Step to which wou’d be, a rigid, arid im- 


partial Examination of our/e/ves, and out Sénfiments; in 


order to difcover'T'ruth, and embrace it. 

» An Excellent Effet wou’dfollow, to the ho {mall 
Advantage of Cofverfation, in general: Wherein People 
wou'd then learn to Affez, and /peak, in their Turns: and 
grow afham’d of That interruptive, rapacious, Impa- 
tience, of 4nfwering, before we have Acard one another 
out, with the neceflary ‘Attention ‘of Decency, and Good 
Breeding. This is a fcandalous, ,and almoft univerfal 





- Breach of Decorum,- which’ arifes, abfurdly, from the 


Farneftnefs of a Defire,’to which Itis, Iee/f, the greateft 
Impediment : For, if our Ambition is to give Plea/ure 
to thofe with whom we converfe, ‘The very Poffibility of 
attaining That Exd is remov’d, by the Praétice of this 
unheeded’ bad Cuftom,' which, ‘yet; we praétife but.as 
the Means of attaining it.’ - % 

Ir, in Return for fuch confiderable Benefits, Mr. 
Orator expects, that People fhou’d pay for their Places, 
He has certainly a clearer Right to the Impofition than 
fome of his more regular Brethren, in Pofiéffion’of our 
Parifh Churches ; For Mr, Hen/ey pretends not to lay us 
under any religious Neceffity of attending, to /ear him : 
and, therefore, as it is an Entertainment which we chu/, 
It is'the moft reafonable Thing in-the World, that we 
fhou’d pay, for our Curiofity. Whereas, It looks hard, 
that, where we ate compell’d to come in, we fhou’d fiad 





-ourfelves'fout ont of the Seals, unlefs we fubmit to the 


Rates of the’ Houfe, for aur Places. 

Besrpgs the Hardbip complain’d of, there arifes a 
Doubt, of bad Confequence, in the Minds of the Poot 
Ile-Crowders, who, obferving their Betters fo much at 
their Eafe, in our Churches, look with Surprize, at the 
Lin'd Pews, and fine Velvet Cufbions, and are apt to be 
meditating by what Accident it comes to pafs, that, i 
God (as they have the Comfort to be told) zs no Re/pedier 
of Perfons, His Ambaffadors, and the Door-keepers of his 
Houfe, fhou’d take upon them to make fuch manifett, 
and mortifying, Diftin&ions. 
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Printed for. T. Cooper, at the Globe in) Pater nofter Row : Where Letters ta the AUTHOR 2 
taken in. And where the tormer Numbers may be had. : 


| Price Two-Pemce. | 
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